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Pastor’s Note 
Eye-Opening 
Experiences 
 

Can you believe it? August 
is already behind us, and 
September has arrived! 
This is such a beautiful and 
perfect time of the year—a 
season of transition, 
marked by the end of 
summer and the beginning of fall. 
 

How was your August? Was there an 
experience that happened this 
month that you will remember for 
the rest of your life? 
 

As I reflect on all that happened this 
month, I am reminded once again of 
what truly matters in life. August 
was packed with meetings, worship, 
ministry, Old Home Day, our 
Cooperative Parish Picnic Gathering, 
and many other phenomenal activities. It was a very full 
month, and perhaps because of that, it went by fast. My 
mother always says, “If you want time to slow down, be 
bored and hungry.” I thank God that I was neither! 
 

First, I want to give a loud shout-out to the wonderful 
team that helped make Old Home Day such a success, 
and especially to Don Clark, who worked so hard to make 
sure everything went well. THANK YOU, DON! Your hard 
work, dedication, and commitment are deeply 
appreciated.  Cont.. 
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Pastor’s Note Continued..                                                                                       
Our participation in Old Home Day gave us a wonderful opportunity to connect with our community, 
meet new people, and let our neighbors know that we are here. We are not simply a church building in 
the community—we are a community of people with hearts full of God's love.  

Let us continue planting seeds, showing up, building relationships, and making ourselves known 
as a church that cares. We may never know when a simple conversation, a smile, an invitation, or an 
act of kindness will become the seed God uses to touch someone's life. 

Second, I want to share a little story from my recent travel that made me think about what really 
matters in life. While traveling to the Dominican Republic to visit my family, I experienced several hours 
of delays in both directions. The wait for the flight going there was only about four hours. Coming home, 
the flight itself was about three hours and thirty minutes—but with all the delays and waiting at the 
airport, my total travel time became 24 hours. 

At one point, I thought, “Now I understand a little better how the Israelites must have felt when their 
journey through the wilderness lasted 40 years instead of 11 days’ journey!”  If you want to know more 
about this story, it is found primarily in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.   

Sometimes, the journey to our destination is longer and more difficult than we anticipated. 

Well, you can probably guess what happened to me. I arrived at the airport early because I wanted to 
make sure everything went smoothly. Then the first notification appeared: “Your departure time has 
been changed.” 

Three hours later. Then another notification. Another—two hours. Then another of five more hours. 

You may be wondering, how long were you actually at the airport? Only twelve hours!  

Surprisingly, the waiting was not as terrible as it could have been. The airline provided two vouchers for 
fast food. I had a book and water. I felt safe, and there were many other people experiencing the same 
situation. I even made a few new friends. 

Of course, not everyone was happy. There were complaints here and there, and I couldn't help but think 
about the Israelites in the wilderness. When people are tired, uncomfortable, and uncertain about how 
long they will have to wait, patience can become difficult. For me, one of the most difficult things was the 
dust. There was construction happening in the area, which caused some allergies and a sore throat. 
Another inconvenient incident was my coffee spilling all over me. Fortunately, I had my carry-on, which 
allowed me to change quickly. I was praying that this situation would end soon, but my prayers weren’t 
answered as I wanted.  

While waiting, I sat at a café and began talking with a couple who were also waiting. 

The husband was frustrated about the long delays. He was even asking the barista about the most 
expensive hotel in the area, just in case their flight was canceled. As we talked, he mentioned that a 
friend of his was a pilot and was keeping him updated about the situation. He and his wife told me about 
their homes in Florida and New Hampshire and that they lived in Massachusetts. They had come to the 
Dominican Republic to celebrate a friend's 50th birthday and did not want to get stuck at the airport. 

Then the husband asked me what I did for work. At first, I thought, “That's an interesting question to ask 
someone you just met!” So I asked: “Would you like to know what I do? I'm a pastor. I work with the 
community, and it is a satisfying calling.” Then I asked him, “What about you? Do you have a 
faith?” He answered, “We are Catholic.”  Cont.… 
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Everyone Was in the Same Boat—or Airport! Why do I want to share this with you? Continue 
reading.  

Eventually, we boarded a plane headed for Boston. After another hour of waiting before the plane 
departed, I was relieved to hear that we would arrive in Boston around midnight instead of the original 
3:00 p.m. arrival time. But about 30 minutes before we were supposed to land, the pilot made another 
announcement: “Boston Customs is closed. We are trying to ask them to stay open for us, but 
unfortunately, that is not possible. We will be landing at JFK Airport in New York. You will go 
through customs there and then continue to Boston.” There was silence. 

Everyone was exhausted, frustrated, and simply unable to comprehend what was unfolding. 

Upon arriving at JFK, we boarded a bus to the terminal, navigated through customs, some getting their 
bags, and had to check in again. We were utterly clueless about gates, flight numbers, or our next steps. 
The group of us was walking from one gate to another, just seeking answers. Even the flight attendants 
were not certain of our destination. The entire experience felt like something out of a comedic movie! 

However, there was one thing that left an impression on me. At this point at the airport, the 
distinction between first class or any other class seemed irrelevant. It didn’t matter who owned 
multiple houses, possessed substantial wealth, had influential friends, or held a prestigious job. We were 
all exhausted, waiting, and yearning for the same thing: to return home or final destination.   

People were helping one another. We shared information, directions, water, snacks, and made sure we 
made it to the next gate. In that instant, all the things that often divide us appeared insignificant. We 
were simply human beings embarking on the same journey.  Finally, the next morning at approximately 
5:00 a.m., we arrived in Boston. And I was incredibly grateful to be home. 

That long journey home reminded me of an important truth. Sometimes we spend so much time 
measuring ourselves and others by what we have. But when life becomes difficult, we discover what 
really matters. Relationships, faith, community, kindness, being there for one another matter. And most 
of all, our relationship with God matters. The apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 13 that many 
things will pass away, but faith, hope, and love remain—and the greatest of these is love. When living in 
love, everything is better regardless of the circumstances. Despise the heat in the D.R. and the travel 
delays. I enjoyed an amazing time with family and friends.  

As we enter September, take time to examine the journey of your life and how you are living it. I invite 
you to ask yourself: What really matters to you? What gives you purpose and joy? I hope we follow 
Don Clark’s example and continue helping and serving our community with love and care.   

May September bring you renewed hope, meaningful relationships, unexpected blessings, and 
opportunities to share God’s love with others. As the season of fresh apples, cool air, and pumpkin spice 
drinks arrives, let’s savor the flavors of the season and continue walking together, trusting God even 
when the journey takes longer than anticipated.  

With gratitude and love, 

Milka 

 

  Pastor’s Note Continued..                                                                                       
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MILKA 
 

Dear Church Family, 
We invite you to share your faith journey with our congregation this September-
October 2026. During our worship services, we’ll create opportunities for brief 
testimonies about life-changing experiences with Christ. 
Every one of us has a unique story of God's grace. Perhaps you remember being 
baptized as an adult and the joy of publicly declaring your faith. Maybe you can 
share how God called you into ministry or service or tell us about the people and experiences that helped 
you come to know Jesus Christ. Your testimony may be exactly what someone else needs to hear. 
We invite you to prayerfully consider sharing: 
• Your calling from God. 
• How you came to know Jesus Christ. 
• A moment when your faith transformed your life. 
By sharing our stories, we encourage one another, strengthen our faith, and build deeper relationships 
within our church family. Your story can inspire others to grow in their own walk with Christ while 
helping us get to know one another more personally. 
If you would like to participate, please speak with Pastor Milka so we can plan a Sunday for you to share 
your testimony during the months of September & October. 
Let us celebrate God's work in our lives and encourage one another through the power of our stories. 
With gratitude, 
Milka 

ENGLISH CLASSES AT FUMC: 
CELEBRATING OUR FIRST COMPLETED SESSION 

We are pleased to announce the successful completion of our first 
English class at FUMC. Over the past eight weeks, participants completed 
the full course and, last Thursday, we had the joy of celebrating their 
achievements and presenting diplomas to the group. Their commitment, 
perseverance, and enthusiasm made this experience truly meaningful. 
We are excited to announce that the next English class session will begin 
on September 17 and will run for another eight weeks. In addition, we 
will be offering 12-week citizenship classes to further support 
members of our community in their journey toward greater 
participation and opportunity. 
We invite anyone who feels called to teach, mentor, assist, or serve in 
any capacity to join us in this important ministry. Serving our 
community is both a responsibility and a privilege. It is a joy to plant the 
good seeds of education, encouragement, and hope, trusting that they 
will grow and make a lasting difference in the lives of others.  
Pastor Milka Gonzalez  
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COOPERATIVE PARISH PICNIC 
 AT ST. PAUL’S 

The Cooperative Church event held on Sunday, August 30, at 
St. Paul UC was a meaningful gathering centered on unity, 
fellowship, and the shared mission of our churches. We 
extend our sincere gratitude to everyone who contributed to 
its success. The event provided an important opportunity 
for participants to connect, exchange ideas, and explore 
ways to respond collectively to the evolving needs of our 
community. The spirit of collaboration and engagement was 
evident throughout the gathering, complemented by 
wonderful fellowship and delicious food. We look forward to 
future gatherings and continued planning that will 
strengthen our unity, deepen our relationships, and inspire 
meaningful service to the community. 
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YOU’RX NXXDXD! 

Evxn though my typxwritxr is an old modxl, it works quitx wxll— 
xxcxpt for onx kxy. I havx many timxs wishxd it workxd pxrfxctly. 
It’s trux that thx othxr kxys work grxat, but just onx kxy not 
working makxs a hugx diffxrxncx. 
 
Somxtimxs our church sxxms likx my typxwritxr — not all thx kxy pxoplx work. You may say to 
yoursxlf, “Wxll, I’m just onx pxrson. I don't makx or brxak thx church.” But it doxs makx a big 
diffxrxncx bxcausx a church, to bx xffxctivx, nxxds thx activx participation of xvxry pxrson. 
 
So, thx nxxt timx you think your xfforts arxn’t nxcxssary, rxmxmbxr my typxwritxr and say to 
yoursxlf, “I’m a kxy pxrson in thx congrxgation, and I’m nxxdxd vxry much.” ~Newsletternewsletter.com 

 

FALL CHOIR REHEARSALS BEGIN             
Worship Choir rehearsals will resume on Tuesday, September 8th, 
at 7pm. New members are always welcome at any time of the year. 
Several new choral anthems have been ordered and Dana and I are 
ready to lead our singers into the fall season of music. It is always a 
refreshing time of year when we gather together to renew our 
friendships and our ministry after a well-deserved summer break. If 
you are interested in joining the choir or offering your musical talent 
in any way, please speak to me after church or contact me at 
bevmattson@comcast.net.   
Submitted by Bev Mattson, Director of Music and Worship Arts 

CLASS FOR THOSE INTERESTED 
 IN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

Rev Jim McPhee and Pastor Milka Gonzales will be leading a 2-hour 
class (including a light meal) for anyone who might be interested in 
joining the church. Topics to be covered: some United Methodist 
history, theology, and organization; strands of Wesleyan tradition 
that make Methodism unique; and ministries that make LUMC unique 
and blessed! Existing members who might like to join in the fun are 
welcome! We are planning to offer a light meal for participants. 
Possible dates (to be determined by those who indicate interest in the 
class) Sun, Sept 13 (after worship) OR Wed, Sept 23 (evening). 
Please contact the Church Office to let us know of your interest and 
also let us know your date preference. Thanks! 

 

You’re Needed! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS                

Tues, Sept 1st      7:30-9:00 a.m.  Food Ministry Preparation & Setup 
                             9–10:30 a.m.   Food Distribution 
Wed, Sept 2nd              6:30 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast 
                                 10:00 a.m.  Jubilee Circle 
Sun, Sept 6th          10:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship with Communion 
Tues, Sept 8th       7:30-9:00 a.m.  Food Ministry Preparation & Setup 
                             9–10:30 a.m.   Food Distribution 
           6:00 p.m.  Trustees Meeting 
Wed, Sept 9th               6:30 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast 
                                 10:00 a.m.  Jubilee Circle 
Sat, Sept 12th    9:00 a.m.-2 p.m.  American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Sun, Sept 13th            10:30 a.m.   Sunday Worship 
Mon, Sept 14th            3-6 p.m.  LUMC serves at Sonshine Soup Kitchen 
Tues, Sept 15th    7:30-9:00 a.m.  Food Ministry Preparation & Setup 
                             9–10:30 a.m.   Food Distribution 

         7:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal  
Wed, Sept 16th             6:30 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast 
                                 10:00 a.m.  Jubilee Circle 
          6:00 p.m.  Finance Meeting 
Sun, Sept 20th          10:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship  
Tues, Sept 22nd     7:30-9:00 a.m.  Food Ministry Preparation & Setup 
                              9–10:30 a.m.   Food Distribution 
          7:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal 
Wed, Sept 23rd            6:30 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast 
                                 10:00 a.m.  Jubilee Circle 
Sun, Sept 27th         10:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship with  
Tues, Sept 29th    7:30-9:00 a.m.  Food Ministry Preparation & Setup 
                             9–10:30 a.m.   Food Distribution 
Wed, Sept 30th            6:30 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast 
                                 10:00 a.m.  Jubilee Circle 

 

Pastor Milka's day 
off is Friday 

(Sabbath). In case 
of an emergency, 
please contact the 
SPRC chair or the 
office. Thank you. 
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     IMMIGRANT SOLIDARITY  
NETWORK VIGIL-MANCHESTER 

Immigrant Solidarity Network Vigil will be held on 
the first Tuesday of the month. The upcoming vigils 
will be on Oct 6th & Nov 3rd from 9-10 a.m. at the 

Norris Cotton Federal Building, 275 Chestnut Street, 
Manchester. Join us to continue to support our 

immigrant communities.    

TRANSITION HOUSE WELCOME BAGS           
We are collecting items for people in a transitional home in Manchester. If you can help, 
click this link to sign-up.  The items collected will be assembled by Jubilee Circle in the 

coming weeks. 
Items needed:  
Shampoo    deodorant (men & women)       hand towels 
Conditioner    razor           washcloths  
Body wash    shaving cream         laundry detergent 
Soap     comb/brush          reusable water bottle  
Toothbrush    lotion           notebook 
Toothpaste    lip balm          pens & pencils 
Dental floss     nail clippers          small storage container 
bath towels    cash donation 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

 

 

Jubilee Circle gathered 
together to celebrate the 

life of Sherry Crow on 
Wednesday, Sept 2nd. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044FAAA922A02-64569534-transition
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SONSHINE SOUP KITCHEN 
Sonshine Soup Kitchen serves meals 

outdoors via drive through. To-go meals 
will be handed out from  

4:30 - 5:00 p.m. Mon– Fri 
LUMC serves next at Sonshine  

Sept 14th, 3-6p.m.  
Please contact Cyndy C. for  
more info:  603-553-7766.  

  
  
  
  
  
x 

NEED SOMEONE  
TO TALK TO?  

  

Help is at your fingertips. 
NH Mental Health: 833-710-6477, NH988.com 
General Help: 211 
Addiction: 1-844-711-HELP (4357) 
NAMI: 800-242-6264 

  
LUMC NEWSLETTER 

If you have news you would like to 
share in our newsletter or updates 
from your ministry, please send to 

office@londonderryumc.org. 
Deadline is on the 15th of the month. 

Our church office 
hours are Tues - Fri 

from 9-1. 
 

COFFEE & CONVERSATIONS 
FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

Join us for coffee and conversations after 
worship every  

Sunday in Fellowship Hall.   
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THANK GOD FOR TEACHERS 
It is sometimes said that public school teachers do not teach values. Yet every day, countless teachers quietly 
model compassion, patience, integrity and kindness through the way they care for their students. 
Many teachers go far beyond lesson plans and classrooms. They spend their own money on school supplies, 
workbooks, clothing, snacks and special needs for children who may otherwise go without. They encourage 
struggling students, celebrate small victories and offer steady support to children facing difficult circumstances 
at home. 
Teachers also work with students from many different backgrounds and abilities. Some patiently help children 
learn English, while others devote extra time and care to students with learning, emotional or social challenges. 
In a world where many children face poverty, abuse, loneliness, neglect or uncertainty, a caring teacher can 
become a source of hope, stability and encouragement. 
Many educators also serve faithfully in churches and communities, living out their faith through daily acts of love 
and service. Their influence often reaches far beyond what grades or test scores can measure. 

As a church family, let us remember to pray for teachers, encourage them in their calling and thank God for the 
important difference they make in the lives of children every day. Newletternewsletter.com 

 

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE FOR PATRIOTS DAY 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
our shelter through every storm, and our eternal home: 
We come before You remembering the lives lost on 
September 11, 2001. Though many years have passed, the 
sorrow of that day still lingers in the hearts of families, 
friends and a grieving nation. 
Lord, comfort those who continue to carry loss. Grant 
peace to the brokenhearted, strength to the weary and 
light to those walking through seasons of grief. Let Your 
presence bring hope where memories still ache. 
Teach us to care for one another with compassion and 
courage. Help us to be a people who offer kindness to the 
hurting, encouragement to the discouraged and justice to 
those who suffer. Stir our hearts to live with mercy, 
humility and love for our neighbors. 
Forgive us when our words are greater than our actions. 
May we strive each day to reflect the values of faith, unity 
and grace that honor You and strengthen our 
communities. 
Thank You, Lord, for Your constant care and unfailing 
mercy. Even in tragedy, You remain our refuge and our 
hope. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. Newsletternewsletter.com 
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JOIN US FOR THE LIBERTY TREE CONCERT-Tickets available! 
Celebrate 250 years of American freedom with the great songs and stories of days gone by! 
Join singer/guitarist Charlie Zahm for a step back into the stirring soundscape of early 
America with an unforgettable concert celebrating the songs of liberty that inspired a 
young nation. Featuring beloved patriotic and folk melodies such as Yankee Doodle, 
Chester, The Liberty Song, and so much more, this lively program for the whole family 
brings to life the music that echoed through taverns, battlefields, and town squares during 
America’s struggle for independence. Relive the spirit of the Revolutionary era and join in 
the songs that helped forge our country!" 
After intermission Charlie will perform many Celtic songs of Scotland, Ireland, and other 
favorites from his overflowing bag of musical treasures.   
The concert will be on Thursday, September 17, 2026 at  Londonderry United Methodist 
Church, 258 Mammoth Rd, Londonderry, NH.  The performance starts at 6:00 PM.  
Admission is $20.00 and tickets are available now and on the night of the show.  Please pay 
by cash or checks made out to: Londonderry UMC. 
For more information contact Bruce Cameron at:  CameronBrosNH@gmail.com, Ron White 
or the church office at office@londonderryumc.org, 603-432-7083. 
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JACOBS LADDER PRESCHOOL OPENINGS 
Jacob’s Ladder Preschool has 2 more openings for the 4’s room 
in the p.m. class. If you or anyone you know is interested, please 
contact Christine W., director at (603) 204-0875 

 
 
 
“Discover Your Spiritual Gifts” at First UMC 
Coming in August/Sept 2026- at First United Methodist Church 
“Discover Your Spiritual Gifts” - Karen Cassidy, CLM 
  Sundays – 3pm to 5pm beginning August 16th (5 weeks)  
“The Holy Spirit is moving strongly in the world today!” 
During this in-person course, we will discover our spiritual gifts and 
how to use them for ministry. This is an Advanced Course for credit 
or for anyone feeling moved to learn more!   
Participants are welcome from First UMC, Londonderry UMC, St. 
Paul’s and Raymond, UMC.   
We will have a session in each of the churches and the final session will be at First UMC – 
with dinner & Communion.  
The course is free – please email Karen Cassidy – kdcassidy@msn.com if interested.  
 

MAKE YOUR BLESSINGS COUNT 

Years ago, a newspaper shared the story of Mr. and Mrs. Davis 
Illingworth, an elderly Christian couple known for quiet, faithful 
service. Early in their marriage, they decided to use the gifts God 
had given them to bless others. 

Through the years, they served through their church and in life-
care retirement homes, offering time, kindness and generosity 
wherever they were needed. When a foundation later honored 
them for their caring philanthropy, they shared the motto that 
had guided their lives: “Count your blessings, and make your 
blessings count.” 

What a wonderful reminder that God’s gifts are meant to be shared for his glory. 
~Newsletternewsletter.com 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=jacobs+ladder+londonderry+nh&sca_esv=5e05885409c385ba&source=hp&ei=r-FoaqDiIvDb0PEP0ZqcuQM&iflsig=ABILxe8AAAAAamjvvwt211NkhYAAhYF9inZ8CZoYsGuJ&gs_ssp=eJwFwbENgCAQAMDY6goWNNYCAfxnBLcAHjXGgAELdHrv-mHeZ_Hc4nsq8M5OvAFGqaWLC5D2BtHyJjeOTgQTFEqFAOt4upB9ZZcjioVdOVFOFEt5WTp-1QsZUA&oq=jacobs+ladder+londond&gs_lp=_IICsgcEMjAuMbgHpAzCBwgwLjUuMTUuMcgHWoAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
mailto:kdcassidy@msn.com
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Londonderry 
Old Home 
Days 2026 



 

 Page 14 of 19 

 

 

     

  

       

         

 

 

 

LONDONDERRY  OLD 
HOME DAYS 2026 

 



 

 Page 15 of 19 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   

 

 

 

 



 

 Page 16 of 19 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSY CHURCH AT FIRST UMC IN MANCHESTER 

 

 

~ĲƚƚǃШ9őƨƖĦő
ċƣ[ŔƖƚƣÖ~9г

Saturday,September19th
12:30pm to 2:30 pm

Fellowship, Games, Food, Music,
Free

Come getmessy with Jesus!

òWhere is God 

Leading You?ó 

Part 1 of the story 

of Moses at Messy 

Church!!! 
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GET READY FOR AUTUMN at St. Paul’s UMC 
Learn how to make scarecrows for harvest season and Halloween! 
Workshop to be held on Saturday, September 19 from 1-3 pm at  
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 335 Smyth Road, Manchester                      
 
Start now! Make a plan and begin the hunt for supplies and tools (listed below). Then attend our Demo on 
September 19 for instructions about assembly of the basic scarecrows and have fun planning your unique 
scarecrow. You will NOT need to bring your supplies! Assembly will NOT be during the demo!   
 
Supplies you will need (but not for the Demo):   
• Clothes for scarecrow! The demo model is for a 4-to-5-foot scarecrow. Larger ones use the same 
technique but measurements change. This is where the fun starts! Your closet? Goodwill, Food Pantry 
clothing? You will need a shirt, pants and a hat of some kind. Keep in mind to look for additional items like 
pitchfork, broom, flowers, baseball bat, anything to make your scarecrow yours. 
• Some ideas: outgrown Halloween costumes or pajamas, even white fabric or an old sheet can make 
a spooky ghost for Halloween, worn clothing is so appropriate! Props can include things like a chair for a 
seated figure or added items that add to the identity of the character. 
 
 Basic construction supplies (can be gotten at Home Depot or other hardware stores) are: 
• 8'x1" x1" garden stake and saw for cutting it in 3 appropriate lengths, 1 length 46 inches, 2 length 
20 inches 
• 10-inch piece of strapping to define shoulders or longer if straight outstretched arms are in the 
design 
• Screws and screwdriver 
• Cement blocks to anchor weights outdoors. 
 
Basic supplies for scarecrows: 
Old newspapers or other scrap paper. Needed for basic stuffing material. 
• Plastic trash bags: 1or 2 Kitchen trash size and up to 8 or9 wastepaper basket size 
• Duct tape, scissors, hot glue gun and glue sticks, Elmers (white glue), waterproof markers, 
measuring tape.  Optional: felt squares, craft paints and brushes, wigs, yarn, rope, big buttons, packing 
twine. 
• Fabric to cover head (burlap) or any desired fabric. 
• Optional head could be a faux waterproof pumpkin of appropriate size or anything that fits your 
design. (When face features are added you have lots of choices). Old Halloween rubber masks create a 
character all by themselves. 
 
Special items that may be found at $1 stores this time of year or found on Amazon. These are decorative 
things that will stand up to outdoor display in rainy weather with reasonable success. (If your scarecrow is 
for indoor use other materials can be used.) 
• Hula skirts or Luau table skirts (Amazon) make faux water-resistant straw that we used. 
• Faux crows, optional along with many other decorations available on Amazon. 
 
By sharing items sold in bundles of 6 or more you can save by jointly sharing with others wanting the same 
thing, like straw hats for example. If you have found a surplus of items like jeans or long sleeve shirts in 
small sizes, share with others. This should not have to be an expensive craft. Look for what you have that 
you really do not want or need any more. Things in poor condition can be used for this project and are 
better than in brand new condition. 
 
Please sign up in church or email St. Paul’s UMC by September 12 if you want to attend, so that enough 
materials can be provided. 
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A MESSAGE FROM A RESIDENT OF THE TRANSION HOME IN MANCHESTER 

Hello,  

My name is X and I am a current resident at the X. I have been a resident here for the last 
8 months and after three and a half years I’ll be heading back out into the world next 
month. It has been a life changing journey for me and something that has forever 
impacted my life.  There are moments when “thank you” simply doesn’t seem like enough, 
and today was one of them. 

I want you to know how deeply your love and generosity touched my heart. The gift bags 
you prepared and donated were far more than gifts—they were tangible reminders of 
God’s love, grace, and faithfulness. 

Many of the residents here in the home are walking through a season of healing. They are 
learning to believe again, to trust again, and to see themselves the way God sees them. For 
some, it’s been a very long time since they felt truly cared for by someone with no 
expectation of anything in return. 

As each bag was opened, I watched faces light up with genuine joy. Some smiled, some 
became emotional, and others quietly held their gifts close. In those moments, it was clear 
that what they received wasn’t just a bag of thoughtful items—they received hope. They 
received encouragement. They received the beautiful reminder that they have not been 
forgotten, and that God continues to send people into their lives to show them His 
unfailing love. 

Scripture tells us in Hebrews 6:10, “God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the 
love you have shown Him as you have helped His people.” I believe that verse speaks so 
beautifully about each of you in your congregation. Your willingness to serve, to give, and 
to love reflects the heart of Jesus. 

Thank you for being His hands and feet. Thank you for choosing compassion over 
convenience and for reminding the residents here that the past does not define us and 
that our future is still being written by a faithful God. 

Please know that your kindness has left an imprint on my heart. I pray that the Lord 
blesses your church abundantly, strengthens your ministry, and returns your generosity 
many times over. May He continue to use each of you to bring light into places that need it 
most. 

Thank you for reminding me and all of us here that we are never beyond the reach of 
God’s grace. 

With love, gratitude, and many blessings, 

X 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCE TEAM 
Greetings from the Finance Committee! 

Hope you and your families are well! 

Please find below the monthly financial update. 

  
A gentle reminder to please keep sending in your pledges. You can donate using PayPal or by 

sending a check in the mail to the church. 

2026 Missions Shares: Balance Due as of July 2026: ($8,569). 

Thank you to those who have been sending in designated donations to help cover this expense. To 

date, we have received donations totalling $3,200.00. 

Thank you!! for your generosity in donating to specific Church Ministries: 

Clothing Shed continues to bring in money for the Food Ministry through your clothing donations. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ tŀǳƭȅΩǎ ¢ŜȄǘƛƭŜ ŦƻǊ $644.83 bringing the year-to-date 

total to $3,793.21Φ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻǳǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǘǎΗ 

Food Ministry continues to be a vital ministry bringing much needed food to those here in our 

local communities. This ministry is dependent on your donations, money received from the 

Clothing Shed, grants as well as food received from the USDA and the NH Food Bank. So far this 

year, donations have been received totalling of $1,970.43. Thank you!! to all of you who continue 

to provide your time, money, and energy!  

Charlie Zahm Concert: So far $1,198.71 has been raised in tickets sale for this concert which will 

be held on 9/17/26 at 6pm. Get your tickets as soon as you can! 

Tis the Season Craft Fair: Maureen Sherwin and her team of volunteers are already hard at work 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎǊŀŦǘ ŦŀƛǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ммκмпκнсΦ ¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ $1,535.00 has been received in 

table fees.  

Blessing Box Renovation: Thanks to a generous donation of $500.00, the Blessing Box will be able 

to get some much-ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻȄ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

Our Church is doing amazing work and helping so many. Thank you for all that you do!! We need 

ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  

Blessings! 
Wendy Paulaskas 
Church Treasurer 
Treasurer@LondonderryUMC.org 

 

 

As of 7/31/26 Actual Budgeted

Income (Money In) $115,231.50 $116,603.55

Expenses (Money Out) ($126,234.99) ($117,748.58)

Net Surplus/ Shortfall ($11,003.49) ($1,145.03)
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